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OUT OF THE RED ZONE: REVIEW 

Reviewed by David Sell in The Press, 9 December 2013. 

Cardboard Cathedral opens with concert series and public praise  

 
Out of the Red Zone, presented by the Christchurch City Choir with Jeremy Woodside (organ), conducted 
by Brian Law, at the Transitional Cathedral, Tuesday 6 August 2013, 6.00pm.  
 
Simon Mercep: The paint is still drying but the scaffolding is down and the doors are open at Christchurch’s 
new Transitional Cathedral.  Dubbed the “Cardboard Cathedral” because of the giant cardboard cylinders in 
its roof and interior, the Anglican Church’s temporary replacement Cathedral has opened with a ten -day 
music series called “Joyfully Un-munted”.  Nicola Grigg went along to the opening concert. 
 
Nicola Grigg: It’s nearly ten months late and undisclosed millions of dollars over budget, but the city’s 
Cardboard Cathedral received nothing but praise from a 600-strong congregation last night. 
 
Female speaker: It’s absolutely got the wow factor. 
 
Female speaker: Finally something is opening, so it’s nice to have something built. 
 
Male speaker: We think it’s wonderful.  It looks so strong and I love it all. 
 
Male speaker: Really, really quite elegant.  I like it. 
 
Nicola Grigg: When it was first mooted that we were going to get a cardboard Cathedral, what did you think 
we’d end up with? 
 
Male speaker: Nothing as impressive as this. 
 
Nicola Grigg: The former Dean, Peter Beck, says the opening of the Cathedral marks a major milestone for 
the city. 
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Peter Beck: Just bowled over.  I was here on Sunday at the Eucharist and I was just, “Wow”.  You know, 
tears.  I think it’s an amazing building.  After all the hard work and strain and stress and strain, I hope it will 
be for the city what we always wanted it to be: a beacon of hope.  A beautiful, beautiful building.  So hats off 
to Shigeru Ban and all the hard work that so many people have put in to make this happen.  
 
Nicola Grigg: While the lightweight roof was at times in danger of being blown off by the City Choir, it has 
managed to live up to its much-lauded acoustic qualities.  But the Cathedral Music Director, Brian Law, did 
confess to the congregation some challenges leading up to opening night.  
 
Brian Law: Along with everyone else but perhaps even more so than most, the City Choir has been awaiting 
this moment.  Our first planned concert in the Transitional Cathedral was planned to be Messiah last 
December.  The building was going to be ready in November.  Since then, we have had five further dates 
booked that came and went, but we have kept the faith.  Then the idea of performing in the Joyfully Un-
munted opening festival remained very enticing. 
 
Nicola Grigg: The Acting Dean, Lynda Patterson, says the Shigeru Ban-designed structure is drawing attention 
from around the world. 
 
Lynda Patterson: Yes, a huge amount of emails of support, requests for details, requests for pictures.  It’s 
been astonishing, actually.  It seems that outside New Zealand this is grounds for real excitement. 
 
Nicola Grigg: The Joyfully Un-munted concert series runs through until August 14th and regular church 
services will take place every Sunday.  In Christchurch for Morning Report, Nicola Grigg. 
 
 


